Developing a Camp Strategy

How to get teens to come to Camp

Identify Students: Start by setting a goal on how many students you like to bring. By no means should numbers evaluate ministry on effectiveness. However, I am often I reminded of the cliché “if you don’t shoot for anything, you’ll never hit your target.” Despite how overused it is, it’s so true in trying to get students to camp. Think about how many students you brought last year. Now think about how many more would have really benefited from a week at Summer Fest. By setting a goal of students to bring, you give yourself a tangible mark in the sand, so you can better focus your efforts.

One method to get the ball rolling is picking several students from your group who would really benefit from a week of camp. Start thinking through what it would take to get these students to camp. Extra funds? Extra encouragement? A sit down with their parents? Create a set of notes on how to help the students get to camp who really need it.

Next, rope in key students who have gone before. Encourage them to invite friends and promote camp to teens outside of the your group, so you can bring students who you don’t even know about. Enable your teens to be a part of the promotion process.

Promote, Promote, Promote:  Take two approaches when trying to promote camp. First try the traditional things. Putting up a poster, sending out postcards, having a promo night where students who have gone before get up and share how it has affected their lives, and showing them a copy of the Summer Festival Promotional DVD. Mention camp about twice a month so it starts to sink into student’s minds. 

The second approach is using less traditional methods. Send a student a personal facebook message with a link to the promo video. Create an incentive, like getting to hit a leader in the pie with a face, for students who can get 3 friends who have never gone before. The key here is being creative. Do things that will really stick out to get their attention!
Enable Students to sign up: Once you start promoting, find an easy way for students to express interest in going. It could be as easy as passing around a clipboard at one of your meetings, or having a space on the youth bulletin board to sign up. Using the internet and facebook might also be a good option for your group. The key is making it as easy as possible for students to sign up.

Pray: Finally (and most importantly), having an attitude of prayer about the whole process is vital. Pray for students by name, pray for the experiences they will have at camp, pray for leaders who will be leading your students in small group discussion and most importantly pray that God’s will be done with the students who attend camp this Summer. 

